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Matt Cox 

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

Matson, Inc. 

1411 Sand Island Parkway 

Honolulu, HI 96819 

 

George W. Pasha, IV 

Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer 

The Pasha Group 

c/o Pasha Hawai‘i  

745 Fort Street, #315 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

Subject: Request For Support Of Jones Act Waiver To Allow Non-Jones Act Shipping Of Oil 

And Other Fossil Fuels To Hawai’i From Other Domestic Locations During Pendency Of 

National Ban On Russian Oil And Other Fossil Fuel Products In Response To Invasion Of 

Ukraine 

 

Dear Messrs. Cox and Pasha: 

 

I write you, in your capacities as the senior executives of the two largest Jones Act shippers 

serving Hawai’i, to request your expedited and full support for a limited, targeted waiver of the 

Jones Act to allow non-Jones Act shipping of oil and other fossil fuels to Hawai’i from other 

domestic locations during the pendency of our national ban on Russian oil and other fossil fuel 

products in response to Russia’s unprovoked and unacceptable invasion of Ukraine and ongoing 

attacks on and killing of its people. 

 

I attach a copy of my letter to President Biden today requesting that his Administration exercise 

its existing authority to grant such a waiver. I also attach a copy of a bill I introduced in the U.S. 

House of Representatives today to the same effect. 

 

The reasons for my requested waiver are specified in my letter to the President and I incorporate 

them here. I hope and believe that you will fully understand and appreciate the gravity of the 

https://case.house.gov/


moment for our country and world and especially the severe disproportionate impact that the 

national import ban we have just commenced will likely have on Hawai’i especially absent such 

a Jones Act waiver. 

 

I ask for your affirmative full support of my letter to the President and my bill at your earliest 

opportunity. If you decline to provide that support, I ask for your specific reasons, including 

your full description of how specifically the up to one third of Hawaii’s total oil needs provided 

by Russia using non-Jones Act shipping before the ban will be replaced by domestic oil 

transported on Jones Act ships without the severe cost premium which drove Hawai’i to import 

foreign oil to start with.  

 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this critical matter. Please let me know of any question 

or needs for assistance. 

 

With aloha, 

 
Congressman Ed Case 
Hawai'i -First District 
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SECTION 1. EXCEPTION FOR TRANSPORTATION OF CRUDE 1

OIL, PETROLEUM, PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, 2

AND LIQUIFIED NATURAL GAS BETWEEN HA-3

WAII AND OTHER PORTS IN THE UNITED 4

STATES. 5

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 551 of title 46, United 6

States Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-7

lowing: 8

‘‘§ 55124. Exception for transportation of crude oil, 9

petroleum, petroleum products, and 10

liquified natural gas between Hawaii and 11

other ports in the United States. 12

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other pro-13

vision of law, a vessel may transport crude oil, petroleum, 14

petroleum products, and liquified natural gas between a 15

port in Hawaii and another port in the United States. 16

‘‘(b) APPLICABILITY.—Subsection (a) shall apply for 17

the duration of any period in which there exists a ban on 18

the transportation of crude oil, petroleum, petroleum prod-19

ucts, and liquified natural gas from the Russian Federa-20

tion. 21

‘‘(c) CERTAIN VESSELS EXCLUDED.—Subsection (a) 22

shall not apply to— 23

‘‘(1) a vessel that is owned, in whole or in part, 24

by— 25

‘‘(A) a Russian national; or 26
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‘‘(B) the government of the Russian Fed-1

eration; or 2

‘‘(2) a Russian-flagged vessel.’’. 3

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-4

ter 551 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by 5

adding at the end the following: 6

‘‘55124. Exception for transportation of crude oil, petroleum, petroleum prod-

ucts, and liquified natural gas between Hawaii and other ports 

in the United States.’’. 
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 [Discussion Draft] 
    
 (Original Signature of Member) 
 [DISCUSSION DRAFT] 
  
  
 
  
 I 
 117th CONGRESS  2d Session 
 H. R. __ 
 IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
  
  
  Mr. Case introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on ______________ 
 
 A BILL 
 To amend title 46, United States Code, to exempt certain vessels transporting crude oil, petroleum, petroleum products, and liquified natural gas between a port in Hawaii and another port in the United States from Jones Act vessel requirements for the duration of any ban on the transportation of crude oil or petroleum products from the Russian Federation, and for other purposes. 
 
  
  1. Exception for transportation of crude oil, petroleum, petroleum products, and liquified natural gas between Hawaii and other ports in the United States 
  (a) In general Chapter 551 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following:  
  
  55124. Exception for transportation of crude oil, petroleum, petroleum products, and liquified natural gas between Hawaii and other ports in the United States. 
  (a) In general Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a vessel may transport crude oil, petroleum, petroleum products, and liquified natural gas between a port in Hawaii and another port in the United States. 
  (b) Applicability Subsection (a) shall apply for the duration of any period in which there exists a ban on the transportation of crude oil, petroleum, petroleum products, and liquified natural gas from the Russian Federation. 
  (c) Certain vessels excluded Subsection (a) shall not apply to— 
  (1) a vessel that is owned, in whole or in part, by— 
  (A) a Russian national; or 
  (B) the government of the Russian Federation; or 
  (2) a Russian-flagged vessel.  . 
  (b) Clerical amendment The analysis for chapter 551 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following:  
  
  
 55124. Exception for transportation of crude oil, petroleum, petroleum products, and liquified natural gas between Hawaii and other ports in the United States. .   
 




