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November 2025 Congressional Report To Hawai‘i Veterans
To the over 112,000 men and women of Hawai‘i who wore our nation’s uniform and your ‘ohana, I again 
extend my deep aloha and respect as we honor your service on this Veterans Day. I also report back to you 
again on my activities in Congress on behalf of our nation’s veterans, seek your continued guidance, offer 
to assist you and yours whenever and however I can, and invite you personally or remotely to another of 
my special Veterans Congressional Talk Story community meetings on Saturday, November 8th at the O‘ahu 
Veterans Center in Foster Village.

Assuring Full Funding of Veterans Programs
As I write you, our federal government remains 
shut down. I sincerely hope that when you receive 
this we will have passed the necessary bipartisan 
solution, and I am doing all I can to achieve that. 
If not, the delivery of veterans benefits will have 
worsened, only further compelling that solution. 

Otherwise, I am completing my seventh year 
on the U.S. House Appropriations Committee, 
responsible for all federal discretionary funding. 
I have continued to focus on fully funding the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), which is 
responsible for our obligations to assist our veterans, your families, survivors, caregivers, veterans service 
organizations and others. My appropriations work of course focuses on our Hawai‘i veterans, who make up 
one of the largest percentages of any state, including in key communities like women and minority veterans, 
and the often-unique challenges of delivering full veterans’ health and other benefits in a diverse island state.

Congress is still considering overall VA funding levels for Fiscal Year (FY) 2026, which began October 1st. Our 
House-passed version of the VA appropriations measure allocated almost $134 billion for veterans-related 
programs, an increase of $4.7 billion above the FY 2025 level. 

Our House measure also funds many of my requests to address special Hawai‘i/Pacific veterans challenges, 
such as:

•	 $12 million for the Native American Veteran Housing Loan Program, $6 million above the FY 2025 level. 

•	 Contracting preferences for Native Hawaiian-owned businesses that work with the VA. 

•	 Continued support for the VA Center for Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander and United States-affiliated 
Pacific Islander Veterans.

•	 $1.5 million to use the most advanced technology to identify the remains of unidentified fallen 
servicemembers buried at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific (Punchbowl).  

•	 Directing the VA to more fully provide VA benefits for veterans living in the Freely Associated States. 
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•	 $106 million for the American Battle Monument Commission, 
which manages the Honolulu Memorial at Punchbowl. 

•	 $60 million for the VA Grants for the Construction of Veterans 
Cemeteries Program, which provides funding to support 
Hawaii’s state cemeteries. 

•	 $233 million for substance-use disorder (SUD) efforts to ensure 
veterans can receive timely SUD specialty services. 

•	 $3.4 billion for the Veterans’ Homelessness Program 
Resources Account, especially for high demand care such as 
health services, SUD, compensated work therapy and other 
supportive services.   

•	 $342 million for Rural Health Initiatives, $5 million above FY 
2025, to improve access and quality of care for the more than 3 million enrolled veterans in highly rural areas.  

Strengthening Veterans Programs  
In addition to my Appropriations efforts, I work to advance legislation to improve the overall quality of care 
for veterans and your families and caregivers and to ensure all eligible veterans are able to receive their 
entitled benefits. My legislation focuses on specific Hawai‘i needs and national policies with a direct impact 
on Hawai‘i, including:

•	 H.R. 2102, the Major Richard Star Act, to allow certain military retirees to receive both their full military 
retired pay and VA disability compensation concurrently.

•	 H.R. 220, the Veterans Infertility Treatment Act, to expand coverage for infertility treatment and fertility 
preservation services for veterans.

•	 H.R. 1732, the GUARD VA Benefits Act, to reinstate criminal penalties for unaccredited claim representatives 
who break the law by charging unauthorized fees while assisting veterans in filing a benefits claim with the VA.

•	 H.R. 877, the Deliver for Veterans Act, to authorize the VA’s Adaptive Vehicle Grant Program to cover 
shipping and transportation costs, directing the VA to pay the total shipping price for the delivery of an 
automobile or other conveyance to certain disabled veterans or members of the Armed Forces.

•	 H.R. 585, the Supporting Veteran Families in Need Act, to permanently extend 
the authorization for the VA to provide financial assistance for supportive 
services for very low-income veteran families in permanent housing.

•	 H.R. 553, the BRAVE Act, to establish a patient outreach system for mental 
health care within the VA.

•	 H.R. 219, the Improving Menopause Care for Veterans Act, to direct the 
Comptroller General of the United States to review VA menopause care.

•	 (Pending), to start planning for a second national cemetery and 
columbarium in Hawai‘i, as Punchbowl is approaching maximum capacity.

Visiting Akaka Clinic and Home in Kapolei 
During one of my recent Walk Stories (walking and talking through my district), I stopped again at the Daniel 
K. Akaka VA Clinic in Kalaeloa and the now-open Akaka Veterans Home in Kapolei, where I checked in with 
patients, residents, providers, veterans service organizations and ‘ohana. It was gratifying to see the results of 
a lot of hard work to achieve these new facilities and services, but also a reminder that their success requires 
ongoing effort across-the-board including on Capitol Hill.

Meeting with veterans at the O‘ahu Veterans Center

Checking in with a veteran resident of 
the Akaka Veterans Home in Kapolei

Assisting You and Yours with Your Individual Needs
My job includes assisting you and yours with your own individual 
needs. Since my return to Congress in 2019, my office has assisted 
thousands of constituents on individual matters, including many 
veterans and ‘ohana, especially on  health, housing and other 
benefits and service record-related issues. Here are a few examples:

•	 Helped a son obtain his late father’s National Guard separation 
document to authorize his burial at the Hawai‘i State Veterans 
Cemetery.

•	 Secured a document critical to a veteran’s retirement package.

•	 Helped a veteran finally secure PACT Act benefits after first 
applying in 2023.

If you or a fellow veteran or anyone else you know needs help, 
please visit my website at https://case.house.gov/forms/casework or 
call my Honolulu office at (808) 650-6688.

Asking for Your Continued Guidance  
My efforts in Congress for you and your fellow veterans and ‘ohana 
depend on my staying closely connected with you and your 
organizations, and I need and ask for your kōkua in keeping our 
connection strong. You can especially help by sharing this newsletter 
and my offer of assistance with your fellow veterans (you can forward 
an electronic copy from https://case.house.
gov/newsletters/). And, of course, please join 
my special Veterans Talk Story community 
meeting either in person or online on Saturday, 
November 8th (detail on the right).

Please go to https://case.house.gov for further 
information on my efforts and sign up for 
regular updates through my e-newsletter 
and social media at https://case.house.gov/
contact. We truly welcome your questions and 
comments on any matter.

It is a deep honor and serious responsibility to 
represent and serve our Hawaii’s veterans and 
your ‘ohana in Congress, and I humbly thank 
you again for your service.

Mahalo,

U.S. Representative Ed Case
Hawai‘i-First District
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