Cougress of the Mnited States
Washington, 2 20515

[[DATE]]

The Honorable Brooke Rollins

Secretary U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Madam Secretary,

Right now, millions of Americans are struggling to afford food due to the Administration’s ill-
conceived trade war. Just this year, we’ve seen household staples like eggs, coffee, and ground
beef hit record high prices.! Now more than ever, millions of families across the country depend
upon the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) to make ends meet. For far too
many veterans, seniors, and children, SNAP benefits are the difference between having food or
not. Now, due to the government shutdown, they are facing crippling levels of uncertainty about
whether they will be able to afford food next month.

A potential lapse in benefits would be felt by Americans of all ages and affect every corner and
congressional district in the country. As the largest food assistance program in the United States,
SNAP serves 42 million people. That includes 16 million children, 8 million seniors, 4 million
people with disabilities,? and 1.2 million veterans.?

That is why we were deeply concerned to see your comments suggesting that SNAP will run out
of funding in two weeks and that no SNAP benefits will be issued in November.* USDA’s
shutdown plan acknowledges that “Congressional intent is evident that SNAP’s operations
should continue since the program has been provided with multi-year contingency funds...””
USDA still has significant funding available in SNAP’s contingency reserve — which Congress
provides precisely for this reason — that can be used to fund the bulk of November benefits.

We urge USDA to use these funds for November SNAP benefits and issue clear guidance to
states on how to navigate benefit issuance. Additionally, while the contingency reserve will not
cover November benefits in full, we urge USDA to use its statutory transfer authority or any
other legal authority at its disposal to supplement these dollars and fully fund November
benefits.

There are clear steps the administration can and must take immediately to ensure that millions of
families across the country can put food on their table in November. Choosing not to ensure
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https://www.newsnationnow.com/business/your-money/grocery-prices-rising-beef-coffee/
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/snap-FY23-Characteristics-Report.pdf
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https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fy2026-usda-lapse-plan.pdf

SNAP benefits reach those in need this November would be a gross dereliction of your
responsibilities to the American people. We appreciate your consideration of these requests.

[[CLOSING]]

[[SIGNATURES]]

CC: Director Russell Vought, Office of Management and Budget



